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Christianity not only teaches the superiority of Love to Force, it 
positively enjoins the practice of the former, as a constant, primal duty. 
It says, " Love your neighbors " ; but it does not say, " In time of peace 
rear the massive fortification, build the man-of-war, enlist standing armies, 
train militia, and accumulate military stores, to overawe and menace 
your neighbor." It directs that we should do to others as we would 
have them do to us, — a golden rule for all ; but how inconsistent is that 
distrust in obedience to which nations professing peace sleep like soldiers 
on their arms! Nor is this all. Its precepts inculcate patience, for- 
bearance, forgiveness of evil, even the duty of benefiting a destroyer, 
" as the sandal-wood, in the instant of its overthrow, sheds perfume on 
the axe which fells it." Can a people in whom this faith is more than an 
idle word authorize such enormous sacrifices to pamper the Spirit of 
War? Thus far nations have drawn their weapons from earthly armories, 
unmindful that there are others of celestial temper. 

The injunction, " Love one another," is as applicable to nations as 
to individuals. It is one of the great laws of Heaven. And nations, like 
individuals, may well measure their nearness to God and to his glory by 
the conformity of their conduct to this duty. 



Charles Sumner. 
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A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT ASSURED. 

Since the reading of the Queen's speech in Parliament 
on the 11th ult. all prospect of war between that country 
and this has finally disappeared. The reference in the 
speech to the Venezuela controversy, though giving no 
assurance that the government would arbitrate the whole 
boundary question, was extremely conciliatory, being 
couched in such diplomatic language as not only to avoid 
offense, but even to give pleasure. 

" The government of the United States of America have 
expressed a wish to co-operate in the termination of the 
differences which have existed for many years between 
my government and the republic of Venezuela upon the 
question of the boundary between that country and the 
colony of British Guiana. I have expressed my sympathy 
with the desire to come to an equitable arrangement and 
trust that further negotiations will lead to a satisfactory 
settlement. " 

Sir William Vernon Harcourt, leader of the opposition 
and the real leader of the Liberal Party, said at the con- 
clusion of its reading that the speech from the throne held 
out the hope that the question was ready for immediate 
settlement. He thought that the friendly cooperation of 



the United States was impeded by the lack of informa- 
tion which was at England's disposal and regretted the 
delay in the publication of the case of Great Britain. 
His words were heartily cheered when he said that all the 
members of the House of Commons ought to aid in any- 
thing tending to smooth the ruffled feelings of England 
and America. The government did not look upon the 
United States commission as offensive, as Mr. Balfour 
had publicly declared. There were questions which could 
not be submitted to arbitration, but this was not one of 
them, and diplomatic punctilios over past transactions 
ought not to stand in the way. 

Arthur J. Balfour, government leader in the House, 
gave assurances that the British case should be published 
at the earliest possible date, and that neither diplomatic 
punctilios nor false pride should prevent an honest effort 
to find a settlement. Great Britain did not oppose the 
substance or sense of the Monroe doctrine. The public 
opinion of the world would rejoice if out of this difficulty 
should spring the good fruit of a general system of 
arbitration. 

In the House of Lords also the subject was touched 
upon by Lord Rosebery who expressed the wish that 
further explanations might be made without delay as to 
what negotiations were proceeding between Great Britain 
and Venezuela. Lord Salisbury in reply gave assurances 
that negotiations with Venezuela would very soon be 
renewed, with good prospect of an early settlement of 
the difficulties. 

The debate on the speech in both Houses evinced the 
friendly spirit of Great Britain, without distinction of 
parties, towards the United States. 

Still more significant was the debate which arose in 
the House of Commons six days later on the motion of 
Mr. Atherley-Jones for an amendment to the address in 
reply to the Queen's speech, deploring the absence from 
the speech of any assurance that the difficulty with Ven- 
ezuela would be referred to arbitration. Mr. Balfour, 
the government leader, at once asked that the debate be 
discontinued. When effort was made by John Dillon 
and others to continue it Sir William Vernon Harcourt 
interfered. He said that what the House ought to do 
was to show that there was no difference of opinion on 



